Astronomy Chapter 3 Study guide

Venus is unlike Earth because it has a retrograde rotation, which means it spins backwards on its axis.

Once a meteoroid strikes the Earth it is then called a meteorite.

Satellites can either be natural or artificial bodies that orbit a large celestial body.

What type of celestial bodies are likely to have many craters?

Another name for the inner planets is the ____________________ planets.

The order of the planets starting with the one closest to the sun is: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.

Terrestrial planets with little or no atmosphere are more likely to have craters.

Annular solar eclipse occurs because the moon is to far away from the Earth to completely hide the sun.

Another name for the outer planets is the _____________________________.

The average distance between the Earth and sun is called an AU or astronomical unit.

The best way that scientists can tell that Pluto is not a gaseous planet is by studying its density.

What would be the best way to measure the distance between two stars?

Of all the gases in Venus’s atmosphere, carbon dioxide traps the majority of the heat.

The difference between the inner and outer planets are; the inner planets are small dense and rocky. The outer planets are large gas giants, with the exception of Pluto which is small and rocky. Also the inner planets orbits are relatively close together, while the outer planets are far apart.

What are the three major types of meteorites that come from space?
In a solar eclipse, the moon passes between the sun and Earth, and the moon’s shadow falls on the surface of the Earth.
 In a lunar eclipse, the Earth passes between the sun and the moon, casting a shadow on the surface of the moon.

Scientists currently believe that as the Earth was forming, a large object collided with it and broke off a piece of the Earth’s mantle. This piece of the mantle combined with the colliding body to form the moon.

Which planet is the hottest and why?

The solar system is composed of one central star surrounded by planets and small bodies. The planets are often circled by natural satellites which we call moons. The small bodies are typically comets (which are icy) and asteroids ( which are rocks).

Which inner planet is the coldest?

What is the Great Red Spot and on which planet is it located?

_____________________ is the only planet that rotates on its side.

A moon is considered to be a natural _________________ of the planet it revolves around.

On Venus carbon dioxide cause what is known as the ______________________ effect.

Venus is similar to Earth in size, mass and density. In fact, it is often known as Earth’s twin.

Water is the key to the development of life on Earth. Without it, life as we know it would cease to exist. 

Jupiter is the largest planet in our solar system.

The composition of the moon is very similar to the Earth’s mantle.

The impact theory is the current theory accepted by scientists to explain the formation of the moon.

During an annular eclipse the outer edge of the sun can be seen.

Uranus is tipped on its side making the sun rise in the north and set in the south.

Venus is the only terrestrial planet that has retrograde rotation.

Uranus is the only gas giant that has retrograde rotation.

The average distance between the sun and Earth is 1 AU (astronomical unit) or about 8.3 light minutes.

Scientists use light years to measure distance between stars.

Most asteroids in our solar system are found between Mars and Jupiter.
A naturally formed planetary satellite is called a moon.

During a lunar eclipse the moon often times looks red.

A small rock in space is often referred to as a meteoroid.

A meteoroid that strikes Earth’s surface is called a meteorite.

The weight we experience on Earth is due to the force called gravity. 

Be able to explain why we always see the same side of the moon?

Be able to identify each of the moon’s phases.

The bright streak in the night sky is often called a meteor.

A comet is like a dirty snowball because it is made of frozen gases and dust.

A comet has two tail, an ion and dust which both point away from the sun at all times.

The spinning of an object on its axis is called rotation.

Planets revolve around the sun in an elliptical orbit.

