Astronomy Chapter 1 Study Guide
A refracting telescope uses two lenses to focus light. 

A reflecting telescope uses mirrors to focus light.

Circumpolar star can be seen all year long because they are above the Earth’s axis.

Newton said that the planets were held in orbit around the sun by a force known as gravity.

Kepler stated that the planets orbit the sun in an elliptical plane.

Declination is used to determine how far north or south a star is located on the celestial sphere.

Right ascension is used to determine how far a star is east or west on the celestial sphere and is established by using the vernal equinox.

Ptolemy’s theory stated that the Earth was in the center of the universe and that all the planets and stars (including our sun) revolve around it.

The Earth’s atmosphere does not allow X rays through it. Therefore, X ray telescopes can only be used from space.

A year is the amount of time it takes the Earth to orbit around the sun one time.

A day is the amount of time it takes the Earth to rotate on it’s axis once.

A month is roughly the amount of time it take the moon to orbit the Earth once.

The Romans first developed the calendar we use today.

Ursa Minor and Ursa Major are examples of constellations.

An Earth day is 24 hours long. If the Earth rotated on it’s axis faster the day would become shorter. If it rotated slower the day would become longer.
